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HOUSE BI LL 2347

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session
By Representatives Warnick, H nkle, MCune, Ahern and Dunn

Read first time 02/22/2007. Referred to Conmittee on Judiciary.

AN ACT Relating to preenpting conmmon |aw causes of action to
determ ne parentage; adding a new section to chapter 26.26 RCW and
creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. In In the Matter of the Parentage of L.B.,
155 Wh. 2d 679 (2005), the Washi ngton suprene court declared that there
is a comon | aw cause of action in Washington to determ ne parentage.
The court determned that a person who is not the biological or
adoptive parent of a child can be a de facto parent. The court stated
that the legislature has failed to speak on the subject and therefore
the court was not precluded fromproviding a renedy through the common
| aw.

The legislature intends to address the issue of de facto parentage.

The legislature did not intend to create a de facto parent. The
| egislature, in enacting the statutes involving parentage, adoption
surrogacy, and other statutes addressing children, intended the

statutes to be the sole nethod of adjudicating parentage and the
| egislature did not intend for there to be additional comobn |aw
met hods of determ ni ng parentage.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 26.26 RCW

to read as foll ows:

This chapter, the statutes addressing adoption, surrogacy, and
other statutory provisions addressing children, shall be the sole

met hods of determ ni ng parentage and shal
of action to determ ne parentage.

~-- END ---
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preenpt any common | aw cause
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